MADAME CURIE

M. and Mme Curie had accidentally lost part of their stock of
radium, a skit played in a Montmartre theatre promptly
showed them locked up in their shed, allowing nobody to enter,
sweeping the floor themselves and comically exploring every
corner of the stage to find the lost substance.
And here is how the event was told by Marie:

Marie to Joseph Sklodovski:
A great misfortune has overtaken us recently: in the course of
a delicate operation with radium, we lost an important quantity
of our stock, and we still cannot understand the cause of the
disaster. On this account I find myself forced to put off the
work on the atomic weight of radium, which I should have
begun by Easter. We are both of us in consternation.
In another letter, speaking of the radium which was her only
care, she writes:
Marie to Joseph Sklodovski, December 2%rd, 1903:
It is possible that we may succeed in preparing a greater
quantity of this luckless substance. For this we need ore and
money. We have the money now, but up to the present it has
been impossible for us to get the ore. We are given some hope
at the moment, and we shall probably be able to buy the
necessary stock which was refused us before. The manufacture
will therefore develop. But if you only knew how much time,
patience and money must be spent to extract this tiny amount of
radium from several tons of matter!
Such were Marie's preoccupations thirteen days after the
awarding of the Nobel Prize. In the course of these thirteen
days the whole world had, in its turn, made a discovery: the
Curies. A "great couple9'! But Pierre and Marie did not get
inside the skin of these new characters.